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Mr. Gladstone, however, understood Treyelyan's great
capacity for political life better than I did, and saw
that he was capable of doing valuable work in office.
Mr. Gladstone could have given no better proof of his
confidence in Trevelyan than by offering to him the
most difficult post of Chief Secretary to the Lord Lieu-
tenant of Ireland. Of late years I confess I am selfish
enough to regret that Trevelyan has given up the House
of Commons. He had proved by his administrative
capacity as well as by his eloquence in debate that he
was not merely a brilliant literary man in Parliament,
but a man of genuine Parliamentary and administrative
ability, who could also write brilliant books. To return,
however, to my immediate subject, I may say that I
cordially accepted the appointment of George Trevelyan
to the Irish Chief Secretaryship as an evidence of Glad-
stone's earnest determination to lend a willing ear to
every just claim that Ireland could make.

As time passed on Mr. Gladstone was growing to
understand the Irish people better and better, and the
Irish people were growing better and better to under-
stand him. We had come at last to see that our best
hope for the future of Ireland rested on his purpose, his
intellect, and his noble heart. The idea put about so
often that Gladstone had made a rapid and even a
sudden conversion to the principle of Home Rule for
Ireland is utterly without foundation. I can affirm this
of my own positive experience. I know of my own
knowledge that so long ago as the early months of 1879
Gladstone was earnestly studying the question of Home
Rule with a wish to be satisfied on two main points:
first, whether Home Rule was really desired by the
great majority of the Irish people, and next whether a
scheme of Home Rule could be constructed which could
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